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CLAIM AMENDMENT 

1, (currently amended) A method for charging in a data 
communications network, the network comprising a User, 
a Service Provider that provides at least one service, 
and an Accounting Manager, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

- receiving from the User a service credential request 
in the Accounting Manager, the service credential 
being received via the data communications network; 

- in response to the service credential request, 
sending by the Accounting Manager a service 
credential to the User via the data communications 
network ; 

- in response to the service credential request, 
sending by the Accounting Manager a user credential 
to the Service Provider via the data communications 
network ; 

- receiving from the User a service request at the 
Service Provider, the service request being based on 
information sent in the service credential; 

validating — fey — fehe — S e rvic e Provider — fehe — cor vice 

request using information from the ucor credential; 

- initiating the service; and 

- receiving from the Service Provider an accounting 
message relating to the service in the Accounting 
Manager ; and 

- wherein there exist a first electronic security 
association between the User and the Accounting 
Manager and a second electronic security association 
between the Service Provider and the Accounting 
Manager . 
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2. (original) The method according to claim 1, further 
comprising, prior to the step of sending by the 
Service Provider an accounting message relating to the 
service to the Accounting Manager, the step of 
terminating the service. 

3. (original) The method according to claim 2, wherein 
the accounting message is a Final accounting message, 
and the method further comprises, prior to the step of 
terminating the service, the step of sending by the 
Service Provider at least one Interim accounting 
message relating to the 'service to the Accounting 
Manager . 

4. (original) The method according to claim 1, wherein 
the network further comprises an Accounting Storage, 
and the method further comprises, after the step of 
sending by the Service Provider an accounting message 
relating to the service to the Accounting Manager, the 
step of sending from the Accounting Manager to the 
Accounting Storage a Record Accounting message 

. comprising accounting data. 

5. (original) The method according to claim 4, further 
comprising the steps of: 

- storing by the Accounting Storage the accounting 
data from the Record Accounting message; 

- sending by the Accounting Storage an Acknowledgement 
to the Accounting Manager; and 

- upon reception of the Acknowledgement, deleting by 
the Accounting Manager the accounting data it sent 
to the Accounting Storage in the Record Accounting 
message. 
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(currently amended) The method according to claim 1, 



7 . 



8, 



further comprising the steps of: , prior to 

— in response to the step of c ending by the Accounting 
M ana g e r a s e rvic e cred e ntial — to tho User, — the st e ps 
of : - receiving from the User a service credential 
request related in the Accounting Manager, — and — - 
validating by the Accounting Manager the service 
credential request s ; and 

— in response to the step of receiving from the User a 
service request at the Service Provider, validating 
by the Service Provider the service request using 
information from the user credential . 

(original) The method according "to claim 6, wherein 
the service credential request comprises: 

— an indication of a requested service; 
a unique request identifier; 

— a random number; and 

— an electronic signature. 

(original) The method according to claim 7, wherein 
the service credential comprises : 

— the unique request identifier; 

— an address of the Service Provider; 

— an electronic key; 

— an accounting session identifier; and 

— an electronic signature. 

(original) The method according to claim 8, wherein 
the service credential further comprises: 

— a validity period for the service credential. 
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10. 



ia. 



12. 



13. 



(original) The method according to claim 8, wherein 
the service credential further comprises: 

- at least one condition for use of the credential. 

(original) The method according to claim 8, wherein 
the user credential comprises: 

- an address of the User; 

— the accounting session identifier; 

— an electronic key; and 

- an electronic signature. 

(original) The method according to claim 11, wherein 
the user credential further comprises policies 
regarding service access and accounting. 

(original) The method according to claim 11, wherein 
the step of requesting by the User a service from the 
Service Provider further comprises sending from the 
User a service request to the Service Provider, 
wherein the service request comprises: 

- the address of the user; 

— the accounting session identifier; and 

— an electronic signature. 



PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/15 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:514 3457929 * DURATION (mm-ss):O4-20 



Page 6 of 13 



09/682,608 



8400 Decarie Bout. 

Montreal. QC H4P 2N2 CANADA 



Tel: 1-514-345-7891 

Fax; 1-514-345-7929 



04/20/2005 THU 12:25 



FAX 514 3457929 



US Patent and Trademark 



0007/013 



ERICSSON 




TELEFAX 



14. (original) The method according to claim l r wherein 
the accounting message comprises: 

- an identifier of the service; 

- an indicator that the message comprises accounting 
data; 

- the user credential ; 

- * a unique accounting message identifier; 

- an accounting session identifier; 

- accounting data; and 

- an electronic signature. 

15. - 32 ( cancelled) 

33. (currently amended) An Accounting Manager in a data 
communications network that further comprises a User 
and a Service Provider, the Accounting Manager 
comprising: 

- a communication unit that: 



- receives a service credential request from the 
User via the data communications network ; 

- sends a service credential to the User via the 
data communications network ; 

- sends a user credential to the Service Provider 
via the data communications network ; and 

- receives an accounting message from the Service 
Provider via the data communications network; and 

- wherein there exist a first electronic security 
association between the User and the Accounting 
Manager and a second electronic security 
association between the Service Provider and the 
Accounting Manager , 
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34. 



35. 



36, 



37. 



38. 



(original) The Accounting Manager according to claim 
33, wherein the accounting message is a Final 
accounting message and the communication unit further 
receives at least one Interim accounting message from 
the Service Provider . 

(original) The Accounting Manager according to claim 
33 , wherein the data communications network further 
comprises an Accounting* Storage, and the communication 
unit further sends a Record Accounting message 
comprising accounting data to the Accounting Storage. 

(original) The Accounting Manager according to claim 
35, wherein the communication unit further receives an 
Acknowledgement from the Accounting Storage, and the 
Accounting Manager further comprises a processing unit 
that, upon reception of the Acknowledgement, deletes 
the accounting data it sent to the Accounting Storage 
in the Record Accounting message . 

(previously amended) The Accounting Manager of claim 
33 further comprising a processing unit that validates 
the service credential request prior to sending the 
service credential to the User 

- 41. (cancelled) 
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42. (currently amended) A system for charging in a data 
communications network further comprising a User, the 
system comprising: 

— an Accounting Manager that: 



- sends a user credential to the Service Provider 
via the data communications network ; and 

— a Service Provider that provides at least one 
service and that: 

— receives a service request from the User, the 
service request being based on information sent 
the service credential; 

- validates the service request, using information 
from the user credential; and 

— sends an accounting message relating to the 
service to the Accounting Manager 

— wherein there exist a first electronic security 
association between the User and the Accounting 
Manager and a second electronic security association 
between the Service Provider and the Accounting 
Manager . 

43. (original) The system according to claim 42, wherein 
the accounting message is a Final accounting message, 
and wherein the * Service Provider further sends at 
least one Interim accounting message relating to the 
service to the Accounting Manager . 

44. (original) The system according to claim 42; wherein 
the system further comprises an Accounting Storage, 



— receives a service credential request from the 
User via the data communications network; 



- sends a service credential to the User via the 
data communications network ; and 
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and the Accounting Manager further sends a Record 
Accounting message comprising accounting data to the 
Accounting Storage. 

45. (original) The system according to claim 44, wherein: 

— the Accounting Storage: 

— stores the accounting data from the Record 
Accounting message; and 

- sends an v Acknowledgement to the Accounting 
Manager ; and 

— the Accounting Manager further deletes the 
accounting data it sent to the Accounting Storage in 
the Record Accounting message upon reception of the 
Acknowledgement . 

46. (previously amended) The system according to claim 42, 
wherein the Accounting Manager further: 

— validates the service credential request prior to 
sending the service credential to the User. 

47. (original) The system according to claim 46, wherein 
the service credential request comprises: 

— an indication of a requested service ; 

— a unique request identifier; 

— a random number; and 

— an electronic signature. 
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48. (original) The system according to claim 47, wherein 
the service credential comprises: 

- the unique request identifier; 

- an address of the Service Provider; 

- an accounting session identifier; 

- an electronic key; and 

- an electronic signature. 

49. "(original) The system according to claim 48, wherein 

the service credential further comprises: 

- a validity period for the service credential. 

50. (original) The system according to claim 48, wherein 
the service credential further comprises: 

- at least one condition for use of the credential. 

51. (original) The system according to claim 48, wherein 
the user credential comprises: 

- an address of the User; 

- an accounting identifier; 

- an electronic key; 

- the accounting session identifier; and 

- an electronic signature. 

52. (original) The system according to claim 51, wherein 
the user credential further comprises policies 
regarding service access and accounting. 
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53. 



54. 



55. 



(original) The system according to claim 51, wherein 
the request for a service is a service request 
comprising: 

- the address of the user; 

- the accounting session identifier; and 

- an electronic signature. 

(original) The system according to claim 42, wherein 
the accounting message comprises: 

- an identifier of the service; 

- an indicator that the message comprises accounting 
data; 

- the user credential; 

- a unique message identifier; 

- accounting data; and 

- an electronic signature. 

(original) The system according to claim 42, wherein 
the Account Manager further initiates the requested 
service. 
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